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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to communication filed on August 10, 2001 . Claims 1-21 are pending 
in this application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. An initialed and dated copy of Applicant's IDS form 1449 is attached to the instant 
Office action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Pavo Pusic et 

al (US Patent No: 5,025,386) hereinafter referenced as Pusic. 



As Per Claim 1: 

Pusic discloses a method for tracking a special service delivery by a carrier of a mail item 
created by an office worker, the method comprising the steps of, [{col.2, lines 23-25}; tracking 
process to be performed by automated means]: 
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applying a special service indicator to the mail item during creation of the mail item, 
[{col. 2, lines 31-33}; destination zip-code is printed on a mail in form of barcode]; 

sending the mail item to a mail room for final processing prior to submitting the mail 
item to the carrier for the special service delivery, [{col. 3, lines 44-45}; sending machine]; 

automatically detecting at the mail room the special service indicator on the mail item 
and determining the special service delivery required based on the detection of the special 
service indicator, [{col,2, lines 32-34}; automatically sorted all the way to point of delivery]; 

applying at the mail room a unique identifier to the mail item, the unique identifier 
including an electronic address of a company server, [{col.2, lines 37-40}; oart of the printed 
bar-code showing the mailing zip-code is printed in numerals]; 

submitting the mail item with the unique identifier thereon to the carrier for the special 
service delivery, [{fig 3}; transfer, transport, conveyor and mail dropping]; 

receiving from the carrier at the electronic address obtained by the carrier from the 
unique identifier on the mail item information relating to the location of the mail item, [{col. 10, 
lines 58-59}; receiving the item to be mailed]; 

storing the information relating to the location of the mail item at the company server, 
[{col.4, lines 59-60}; storing required data]; and 

providing the office worker with access to the company server to obtain the information 
relating to the location of the mail item, [{col. 8, lines 6-10}; suitable for tracking]. 
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As Per Claims 2 and 14: 

Pusic discloses a method for wherein the special service indicator is a specific color 
associated the special service delivery, [{col.2, lines 31-33}; destination zip-code is printed on 
mail form of barcode] . 

As Per Claims 3 and 15: 

Pusic discloses a method wherein at the mail room the specific color is automatically 
detected and identified to determine the special service delivery required by the mail item, [{col. 
2, lines 32-34}; automatically sorted all the way to point of delivery]. 

As Per Claims 4 and 16: 

Pusic discloses a method wherein the specific color is selected from a plurality of 
different colors, each of the plurality of different colors serving as an indicator of a different 
special service delivery requirement, [{col.2, lines 48-54}; special request entered with 
identification code in numeral for tracking mailing, which the code is assigned destination and 
billing]. 

As Per Claim 5: 

Pusic discloses a method wherein the special service indicator is a label, [{col.l, line 14}; 
ability to print bar code labels]. 
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As Per Claim 6: 

Pusic discloses a method wherein the special service indicator is printed on the mail item, 
[{coll, lines 50-51 }; printed precisely on an envelopes lower edge]. 

As Per Claim 7: 

Pusic discloses a method wherein the special service indicator is machine readable, 
[{col.3, lines 66-67}; laser readable bar-code]. 

As Per Claim 8: 

Pusic discloses a method wherein the information relating to the mail item includes an 
image of the mail item, [{col. 8, lines 9-10}; scanning]. 

As Per Claim 9: 

Pusic discloses a method wherein the information relating to the location of the mail item 
further includes date, time, and location data, [{col. 2, lines 24-25}; each mailing can be sorted 
and tracked]. 

As Per Claim 10: 

Pusic discloses a method wherein automatically detecting the special service indicator is 
accomplished using a mailing machine, [{abstract}; automated mail machine]. 
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As Per Claim 11: 

Pusic discloses a method for A method for tracking a special service delivery by a carrier 
of a mail item created by an office worker, the method comprising the steps of, [{col.2, lines 23- 
25}; tracking process to be performed by automated means]: 

applying a first special service indicator to the mail item during creation of the mail item; 
sending the mail item to a mail room for final processing prior to submitting the mail item to the 
carrier for the special service delivery, [{col.2, lines 31-33}; destination zip-code is printed on a 
mail in form of barcode]; 

automatically detecting the first special service indicator on the mail item and 
determining the special service delivery required based on the detection of the first special 
service indicator, , [{col.2, lines 32-34}; automatically sorted all the way to point of delivery]; 

applying at the mail room a second special service indicator to the mail item, the second 
special service indicator including an identification for the carrier of the special service delivery 
required and a unique identifier including an electronic address of a company server, [{col.2, 
lines 31-33}; destination zip-code is printed on a mail in form of barcode]; 

submitting the mail item with the unique identifier thereon to the carrier for the special 
service delivery,[{fig 3}; transfer, transport, conveyor and mail dropping]; 

receiving from the carrier at the electronic address obtained by the carrier from the 
unique identifier on the mail item information relating to the location of the mail item, [{col. 10, 
lines 58-59}; receiving the item to be mailed]; 
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storing the information relating to the location of the mail item at the company server, 
[{col.4, lines 59-60}; storing required data]; and 

providing the office worker with access to the company server to obtain the information 
relating to the location of the mail item, [{col. 8, lines 6-10}; suitable for tracking]. 

As Per Claim 12: 

Pusic discloses a method wherein the office worker obtains the information relating to the 
location of the mail item using the unique identifier, [{col.l, lines 33-36}; barcode is used for 
storing and tracking location]. 

As Per Claim 13: 

Pusic discloses a method for further comprising the carrier assigning a carrier unique ID 
to the mail item and tracking the mail item during the special service delivery using the carrier 
unique ID, and wherein the office worker obtains the information relating to the location of the 
mail item without knowledge of the carrier unique ID, [{col.l, lines 33-36}; barcode is used for 
storing and tracking location]. 

As Per Claim 17: 

Pusic discloses a method for A mailing machine comprising: means for applying postage 
to a mail item having a first special service indicator thereon, [{col.l, lines 7-9}; postage meter]; 

means for transporting mail items to the applying means, [{col.2, lines 35-40}; sorted and 
tracked]; 
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means for detecting the first special service indicator and for determining a special 
service delivery required based on the detected special service indicator, [{col.2 5 lines 24-25}; 
sorted and tracked]; and 

means for applying a second special service indicator to the mail item, the second special 
service indicator including an electronic address and an identification for the carrier of the 
special service delivery required, [{col. 2, lines 31-33}; destination zip-code is printed on mail 
form of barcode]. 



As Per Claim 18: 

Pusic discloses a method for A mailing machine as set forth in claim 17, wherein the first 
special service indicator is a specific color associated with the special service delivery required, 
[{col.2, lines 31-33}; destination zip-code is printed on mail form of barcode]. 

As Per Claim 19: 

Pusic discloses a method for A mailing machine as recited in claim 18, wherein means 
for detecting and determining detects the specific color and correlates the specific color to the 
special service delivery required by the mail item, [{col.2, lines 31-33}; destination zip-code is 
printed on mail form of barcode]. 
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As Per Claim 20: 

Pusic discloses a method for mailing machine as recited in claim 17, wherein the 
electronic address is an electronic address for the mailing machine, [{fig 8}; barcode]. 

As Per Claim 21: 

Pusic discloses a method for A mailing machine as recited in claim 20, wherein the 
electronic address is a URL, [{fig 8}; barcode]. 



Conclusion 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner Jon Bass can be reached at 
(571) 272-6905 between the hours of 9-6pm Monday through Friday. The fax number for the 
establishment where the application is being process is (571) 273-8300. 

If an attempt to reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any reason, the examiner's immediate 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached at (571) 272-6708. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:// pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-271-9197 (toll free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
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C/O Technology Center 3600 
Washington, D.C. 20231 




